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energy

Most electricity produced in WA is
from coal, a fossil fuel which creates
greenhouse gases and contributes to
global warming.

How can you help to
reduce the impact?

You can make your home more energy
efficient by taking the following steps:

e Purchase appliances such as fridges
and clothes dryers with a high energy
rating. The more stars the better

* Do not leave appliances
(e.g. television) on standby function.
Turning them off at the wall saves
about 10% of your annual energy bill

¢ Purchase gas powered cooking
appliances

¢ Switch off lights when they are not
in use

e Purchase energy efficient globes
which have a longer life span, such
as compact fluorescents

Renewable Energy

Green Energy is sourced from
renewable energy such as wind
and solar. This can be incorporated
into your energy bill to reduce
your electricity consumption from
fossil fuels. Visit Synergy for more
information www.synergy.com.au

Photovoltaic cells capture energy from
sunlight and when installed on your
roof can provide you with a renewable
energy source.

The Sustainable Energy Development
Office (SEDO) has a Residential
Photovoltaic Rebate Program offering
up to $8,000 in rebates.










water

Some tips to help reduce water use in and around your home

In the house

e Taps and showerheads should be 3 Star WELS rated or higher

e Sinks and basins should have a low volume to reduce the quantity of
water used

e Keep showers to a maximum of 4 minutes, if you want a long shower,
consider taking a bath instead

* When cleaning teeth or shaving, turn the water off and rinse with a
cup of water

¢ Use the washing machine and dishwasher only when there is a full load

Install dual flush toilets

Insulate hot water pipes when building a new house

Minimise the waiting time for hot water to a maximum of 15 seconds









design and materials

The Design Guidelines for Swanbourne have mandatory and recommended requirements
to encourage best practice and sustainable design, however you can also take the
following, additional steps to achieve a good design outcome:

e Utilise EcoSpecifier to select materials on a “environmentally preferred” basis

e Select materials (including interior fittings) that emit low level emissions
e.g. low VOC paints, carpets and underlay

e Purchase timber that is Forest Stewardship Council certified or equivalent

e Consider adaptable design as a key element when planning your home. This allows for
changes to your home as the families need alter

e Create multifunctional living spaces. Room sizes are critical
e Design your home to promote cross ventilation

e Consider the homes orientation. North facing is optimal

Consider full height movable screens with adjustable louvres to control eastern and
western sun light

Adjustable bench tops are encouraged

Universal access creates a user friendly home for those that require wheelchair access.
Doorways should be wide enough to allow wheelchair access

A useful document to refer to for universal access recommendations is the Australian
Standards ‘Design for Access and Mobility’ (Currently AS 1428.1 1998).







useful links

Water Corporation
www.watercorporation.com.au

Synergy
Www.synergyenergy.com.au

Sustainable Energy Development Office
www.sedo.energy.com.au

City of Nedlands
www.nedlands.wa.gov.au

Sustainable Living in Western Australia
www.sustainableliving.wa.gov.au

Energy Rating
www.energyrating.gov.au

Forest Stewardship Council
www.fsc.org

Your Home Technical Manual
www.greenhouse.gov.au/yourhome
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